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Energy saving device keeps soda cool in the dark

By Sue Brink, Public Affairs Officer, Facilities Team Southeast

Facilities Team Southeast (FTSE) Energy Manager Bonnie Thevenin is showing that energy savings can be made everywhere.  Next time you go to purchase your soda or candy bar take a closer look at the vending machine.  Many vending machines on board Naval Air Station Jacksonville and Naval Station Mayport have been adapted to save energy.  

A device has been added to several vending machines.  This device has an electronic eye that senses a person’s presence at the vending machine.  If no one passes the vending machine for 15 minutes the power shuts off.  So don’t be alarmed if the lights at the vending machine are off.  As soon as someone approaches the machine the power will turn on. Thus, the lights will turn on and the compressor will begin its cycle.    

This new technology monitors the beverage temperature and will maintain the correct temperature ensuring a cold beverage will be served at any time. The electronic eye will not allow the power to shut down if the compressor is running; therefore, the total power shutdown occurs between cycles. By using this device, it is estimated that each machine could save up to $120 per year (an average savings of 46 percent).  The cost of maintaining the machine will also decrease as the amount and length of time that the compressor runs could be cut in half.

For more information on energy saving ideas, contact the FTSE Energy Manager at 904-542-3991, ext. 4624.
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Caption: Energy saving device affixed to the top of the vending machine ensures cold beverage while providing cost savings.
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