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Gate improvements enhance security at NAS JAX

By Dave Cangemi, engineering technician, and Brenda Schwelling, construction manager, ROICC JAX 

The Navy has contracted with Harry Pepper and Associates Inc., to construct an extensive security upgrade Gate Improvement and Birmingham Ave. Widening Project. Gate Improvement upgrades will enable the Base Security to inspect both commercial and privately owned vehicles more effectively.  This project will allow rejected vehicles at gates to easily exit without impacting other traffic.  Other security measures that are incorporated into this project include additional traffic lanes, guard shack relocations, additional sentry posts, sentry activated vehicle barriers, sliding gates, additional fencing, lighting improvements and additional parking spaces at the Building 9 parking lot.  Birmingham Ave. widening will involve extensive utility relocation, paving, striping, an additional traffic lane from Allegheny Street to Child Street and signalization.  

Traffic changes at the gate and major roads include:

Commercial Gate - Operating hours will be 4:00 a.m. through 7:00 p.m. daily, including weekends and Holidays.  

Main Gate - During peak outbound traffic hours (2:00 p.m. through 6:00 p.m.), all traffic at the Main gate will be outbound.  No access to the Station through the Main Gate will be allowed during these hours.  Persons needing access to Buildings 9 and 13 will need to enter the Station through the Birmingham or Commercial gates. Visitors needing a pass can obtain one at the Commercial gate. Lanes on Yorktown Ave. (east of Allegheny) during the afternoon rush will remain 2-in and 2-out.

Birmingham Gate - Operating hours will be (4:30 a.m. through 7:00 p.m.) Weekdays. Birmingham Ave. (east of Allegheny) traffic will change to one-way outbound beginning at 1:45 p.m.

Updates will be provided on further lane closures at Birmingham and the Commercial gate as construction progresses.

All motorists entering and leaving the base are urged to use extreme caution during construction.  The entire project will continue into the early part of next year. Watch for heavy construction equipment in the roadway.  Please, be aware of workers and allow additional time to reach your destination.  Hopefully, the knowledge of these coming events will help to avoid any inconvenience.  The enhanced security improvements will be beneficial to all of us.

- USN -

Innovation, Leadership, Performance

The Naval Facilities Engineering Command (NAVFAC) manages the planning, design, construction and public works support for shore facilities for U.S. Navy activities around the world. We provide the Navy’s forces with the operating, expeditionary, support and training bases they need. NAVFAC is a global organization with an annual volume of business in excess of $8 billion. As a major Navy Systems Command and an integral member of the Navy and Marine Corps team, NAVFAC delivers timely and effective facilities engineering solutions worldwide.
