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November 13, 2003

Sharing careers with students - Career Job Shadowing onboard NAS JAX

By Sue Brink, public affairs officer and Dawn Reed, PWC JAX


Facilities Team Southeast (FTSE) participated in the NAS JAX Career Job Shadowing Day by sponsoring four 9th grade students from Edward H. White High School on November 13th. Students participating included William Scarborough, Robert Degrave, Amanda Anderson and Cindy Spradley.  

The day started with FTSE mentors greeting the students at the BOQ Pavillion and then escorting them to Building 902. The two young ladies (Anderson and Spradley) were introduced to the administration arena of FTSE with Admin. Department employees Frances Brown, lead mail clerk; Angela Young, management assistant, and Dawn Reed, travel coordinator.  Scarborough shadowed Cmdr. Van Dobson, executive officer for PWC where he learned about the executive officer’s duties for a day. Degrave shadowed Lt. Cmdr. Craig Prather, production officer and was introduced to a typical day of production meetings which provided him an overall picture of managing facilities.  The day ended with all of the students returning to the BOQ Pavillion to enjoy pizza and drinks with their mentors and discuss what each of them experienced during the day.  Students were asked to share what they had learned or enjoyed about their experience.  Scarborough shared with the group his experience with Cmdr. Dobson and the many different bases (detachments) that employ and maintain facilities such as Mayport, Charleston, and Jacksonville. 


“We were impressed with the demeanor of the students that participated and how well they represented their schools,” said Reed. Not only was this a good experience for the students, many of the mentors noticed, “as students progressed through their tour they opened up and seemed to be more comfortable with their mentor interaction,” claimed Young. Reed continued stating, “I had a fulfilling day with the students and our mentors from PWC.  It is my hope that all students took some aspect of our jobs with them and realize how important communication skills really are in the REAL world.”
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