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Naval Facilities Engineering Command awards design/build to L.C. Gaskins Construction Co., Inc.
New training facility to be constructed for Navy Aviation Technical

Training Unit at Naval Air Station Jacksonville, Fla. 

Jacksonville, Fla. – The Resident Officer In Charge of Construction (ROICC) Jacksonville held a groundbreaking ceremony Feb. 26 to kick off the construction of a new $5 million training facility and aviation support equipment laboratory for the Center for Naval Aviation Technical Training Unit Jacksonville (CNATTU JAX) Maintenance Training Unit (MTU) 3032. Naval Air Station Jacksonville (NAS JAX) Commanding Officer Capt. Mark Boensel was on hand along with CNATTU JAX Commanding Officer Cmdr. Leland Taylor and several representatives from L.C. Gaskins Construction Co., Inc., Jacksonville, Fla., the project contractor. This project will be phased over the period of 20 months, with completion estimated in May 2005.

A new 19,969 square foot, two-story training facility will be located on what is presently known as McFarland Avenue and will contain classrooms and administrative spaces. After completion of the training facility, Building 702 occupants will transfer to the new building. The new facility will provide an environment conducive to teaching without delays due to inclement weather. In the past, classes were sometimes held outdoors due to space restrictions. “This should prevent delays in classes and schedules,” said Taylor. 

The old facility, Building 702, will be demolished and a new 7,931 square foot aviation support equipment laboratory will be built on that location. The new laboratory will contain three low-bay maintenance spaces, two large high-bay spaces and three turbine test cells. A covered walkway will connect the two new buildings. 

“The new facility will replace one that was built in 1940 and will be a vast improvement in many ways. Namely, the new two-story facility will provide students and staff personnel with an environment that accommodates new technology in the classrooms and administration spaces,” claims Taylor. 

CNATTU MTU 3032 provides the only east coast facility for academic and laboratory type technical training for maintenance and operator personnel of complex aviation support equipment at the intermediate level in support of all Naval/Marine aircraft. This unit teaches 27 courses ranging from mechanical and electrical troubleshooting and repair to maintenance management. Over 400 newly enlisted personnel as well as returning Fleet Sailors and Marines will be trained at this facility annually.
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The Naval Facilities Engineering Command (NAVFAC) manages the planning, design, construction and public works support for shore facilities for U.S. Navy activities around the world. We provide the Navy’s forces with the operating, expeditionary, support and training bases they need. NAVFAC is a global organization with an annual volume of business in excess of $8 billion. As a major Navy Systems Command and an integral member of the Navy and Marine Corps team, NAVFAC delivers timely and effective facilities engineering solutions worldwide.

Naval Facilities Engineering Command: www.navfac.navy.mil


